
The latest round of violence in the Middle East points out once a again the 
tenuous position of Israel and the need to support the new democracy in 
Lebanon.  When the Syrians left Lebanon last year, Hezbollah was supposed to 
go as well.  The combination of Hezbollah strength in the southern border 
area of Lebanon and the weakness of the central government directly contrib-
uted to the most recent attacks on Israel.

A diplomatic role for the United States is once again called for.  The usual 
events have occurred.  Hezbollah attacks Israel with rockets, Israel counterat-
tacks with air and land forces, anti democracy leaders in Iran quietly provide 
the supplies necessary to continue the terror while the Syrians accept refugees.  
No surprises. 

The United States must recover from the lost opportunity of building a stron-
ger Lebanon with the goal of sending Hezbollah on their way.  We can still 
achieve the dislocation of Hezbollah, but the support of Lebanon now must be 
sufficient to convince Israel that their border with Lebanon will be safe.

We have few military options with forces engaged in Afghanistan and Iraq; a 
fact not lost on either the Hezbollah or Iranian leadership.  So we must turn to 
diplomatic and economic power to support the Lebanese government.  The 
US should also do whatever possible to facilitate negotiations for the return of 
Ehud Goldwasser and Eldad Regev, the two reservists captured by Hezbollah.  
Finally, the US should request an end to the bombing of Beirut Airport and 
other civilian infrastructure targets as an act of good faith with the Lebanese 
government.  The Lebanese government should provide any information 
available on the location of rocket and missile storage, fueling, and launch sites 
to the Israeli military.

Only by breaking the logjam of Israel holding the Lebanese government 
responsible for the Hezbollah attacks will the Lebanese military be able to 
assist in the destruction of Hezbollah.
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